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PSIROM and PSIROM-X

uan J. Villacorta has released two

new software tools for EPOC

Palmtops called PsiROM and
PsiROMXx.

Traditionally Psion have produced
palmtops with their Operating
System burned into ROM chip that it
is fixed and cannot be deleted or
edited.

However with the release of the 5mx
Pro, netPad and netBook, Psion
decided to put the OS in a RAM sec-
tion reserved for the purpose
(although the OS put into the RAM
is still called a ROM image).

The advantage of this is a custom
Operating System or Operating
System with language variants can
be loaded easily on to the device.

When I first bought my netBook it
came with a CD ROM that would
allow you to modify the EPOC OS
before loading it onto the machine
(the other method is loading the OS
onto the netBook via a Compact
Flash card).

This CD ROM based custom install
allowed your to remove certain
applications from the RAM you pre-
ferred not have, such as Bombs or
Record. However in my experience
every time I loaded the OS on the
NetBook via this method the touch
screen on the machine would contin-
ually freeze.

PsiROM allows the editing of an
existing ROM image and uploading
of that image to your device. This
allows you for instance to purchase a
German 5mx Pro, edit an English
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& geZsp.pst - PsiROM _ O] x|
File  Wiew Help
= & & 0
+-_] Apps & || Mame Size UID1 uIDz uID3 Version | +|
1 Controls 1] Bkl 43756 10000079 10000080 100001C3  1.0(110)
1 Corwert 1] Eikteraz.dil 4476 10000079 10000257 10004337 1.0(110)
(3 Data Ekdata.dl 3096 10000079 10000080 1000000C  1.0(99) J
L FD”tSH 7] Exern.exe 157060 10000074  100000SB  100000BA 1.0 (99)
1] Exeyb.di 2504 10000079 10000080 100000DE  1.0(99)
=1 [ ExTran.di 6912 10000079 10000080 10000000 1.0(110)
T ORL ] ELesed 2832 10000079 10000080 10000174 1.0(110)
] oPy [ ELexs.exe 260472 10000074 100000SC  1000027E  1.0(110)
| Printers |1 Elink. exe 1012 10000074 00000000 0O00O0OC 1.0 (110)
1 Programs 5l [ ELocal Fsy 41536 10000079 100000SF 10000006 1.0(110) Bl
U Y, |?—ﬁ Fl el Al hel=arl=] 10NNNN7a RNalnTalalyt=1nY RN lnTnlnlnTte] 1 7 Tdy
Add/replace from ROM a x
O Ekon.dl ]
1] Eiksre.di
O eketraz.di
Ekdata.dl i
[ Exern.exe
] Exevb.di
[ ExTran.di
[ ELesc.di |
e Remove 3! Add/replace %Insert
133 files 4914856 bytes

version of EPOC (see the screen shot
for an example of the detail you can =~ PsiROMx works in the other direc-
go on to during the editing process)  tion by extracting the ROM image

and upload it to the machine, turn- from your machine, this could be
ing your German 5mx into an then uploaded to another machine
English one. via PsiROM.

So far PsiRom only works with the Both are freeware and available from
5mx Pro, however NetBook and available from;

netPad versions will be released
shortly or may have been released by  http://gtm.tel.uva.es/xtep/en/index.h

the time you read this. tm

PsiROMX

Save

Name) sys$rom.bin ROM

Folder Abort
Disk C Advanc.
options

| Bmwse...l | Cancel I | oK I
Ctr+B Close
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XEDA

uan is also at work at a Microsoft

Access like database package for

the Psion EPOC range called
Xeda (Extended Data) with the fol-
lowing planned features;

Multiple relational tables
Microsoft Access like interface
Design of tables and relationships
between tables

View and edition of data as table
(grid) and/or form

Queries and forms advanced editor

Advanced queries and extended SQL
support (including calculated fields,
multiple tables and groups)
Import/export from .mdb files
(Microsoft Access) integrated in
PsiWin

From the screen shots it looks very
exciting.

I've been in touch with Juan but he
has no beta release yet, but watch
this space for more info about
PsiROM/x and Xeda.

Xeda

; = =
CansultaS B Consultas o
Tabla2 Consulta4 Consultad New
Tabla3 Consultas Consulta0 Desing
Consulta1 Cansultaﬁ For Lo Onen
EE | — Xeda
_ bla1 d
L COnsuItaZ Consulta7 s Queries View
Z Tabla2 :‘I’Irms i
Tabla3 Desing
Open
Properties Data type Integer number Xeda
Sl Ficld names FECEFLE 4 Long Integer [ View
‘B Name Format Decimal signed
| Hew
i @ . , Field
eyl Time Caption Id
T Undo
i~ ||d | Default value 0 Changes
i5 Required Saveh,
tn . Close
L Indexed Yes (Duplicates OK)
lied
B l l'n‘l
2 | validation| | Lookup | TR
ﬁ Chrl+ Thu 1
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Secure Drive

ecure Drive from Symbian
SWave is a new Drive Mapping

utility that allows super-secure
encryption of data.

Symbian Wave (www.symbian-
wave.com) are authors of very high
quality commercial grade software.
Symbian Wave write software in C++
which allow very fast and seamless
integration in the EPOC5 native
operating system which is also writ-
ten in C++.

Freeware software from Symbian
Wave includes AlarmPlus, ResetPlus,
Moon Clock and zExe which is a
excellent Application compression
utility which can save you

Megabytes of space!

Commercial software with a trial
period includes Task Manager and
now Secure Drive.

Drive Mapping is assigning a drive
letter to a folder. Drive letters are
useful for subdividing a large hierar-
chical tree of folders, plus Drive
Mapping also allows encryption of
these virtual drives.

To illustrate how Secure Drive works
we will create a secure disc drive for
our financial information.

From the main Secure Drive applica-
tion we create a new Disc.

File | Disk | Tools ||

S New Ctri+H
% D] Mount existing ciri+m

. il

D E Unmount Ctri+U
=

S 14| Lock Ctri+L
e L| Unlock Shift+Ctri+L
M 1" _

Properties Ctri+P
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Call it Finance and give it a drive letter name of X.

Create new secure disk

Host file Size|| Encryption

Name Finance

Folder

Disk C
Mount tol IS

I would like to keep this information secure so I give it password.
Once my new drive has been created it can be worked with just as a normal
drive can be, for example your D: Compact Flash drive.

Create new secure disk

Host file | Size | Encryption

Method RC6 ECB
Key size 256 bits

Cancel
Password e e
Confirm passwordEEEEs

Our New Disc displayed in Secure Drive.

é/ﬁ X: [Finance] (C:\Finance)

18 nf M fres
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Access X drive via the normal System screen.

D 128 MB”
E “16 MB”
X “Finance”

®
C
[
2
=
o

Creating a new file on the X drive.

Create new folder
EME Stocks and Shares

|Cancel| | OK |

=¢L'l
Q
c
]
=
L

Easily saving a file to my new folder on the X drive.

Name Bonds

4 Stocks and Shares
Disk X

|Bmwse...| | Cancell | ] .4 I
Ctrl+B

Page 13



els 1ol

computer

You can then either lock the file via a 'hot key' or have your Psion lock it at
start up.

Disk X’ is locked

Disk X' (C:\Finance) is locked
Enter password to unlock it.

ek v e e

| Cancell | Unluckl

Secure Drive lets you set the size of your virtual disc and the size of the cache
Secure Drive uses to speed up your system.

EPOC stores Email information to all new drives on your system, if you
remove Secure Drive without restoring this information from your new drive
you will have problems with losing your email data. Secure Drive warns you
and instructs you how to prevent /this.

Secure Drive is a unique, fast and highly polished application and for the
right group of people could prove invaluable.
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